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ontological	conditions	from	which	something	emerges	(4).	Pickering’s	statement	affirms	that	binary	thinking	is	behind	Bryant’s	stance.	 Racism	is	an	object	that	emerges	from	an	influence	created	by	a	specific	configuration	of	materiality.	This	means	Critical	Race	Theory	can	be	seen	as	having	some	roots	in	ontology.	A	pattern	of	violence	and	discrimination	towards	the	race	of	a	person	(race	being	a	material	configuration)	is	an	example	of	humans	doing	what	humans	can	do.	We	call	this	racism.	While	racism	is	socially	driven,	its	behaviorisms	are	ontologically	true	the	way	that	birds	fly	south	for	the	winter	whether	we	say	they	do	or	not.	Acknowledging	racism	at	the	ontological	level	is	not	the	same	thing	as	excusing/defending/or	denying	it,	but	instead	acknowledging	racism	at	the	ontological	level	allows	us	to	see	the	real	effects	of	racism	as	a	real	entity.	For,	even	the	social	dimension	of	racism	should	be	considered	an	object.	As	Timothy	Morton	states:	 If	the	very	question	of	inside	and	outside	is	what	ecology	undermines	or	makes	thick	and	weird,	surely	this	is	a	matter	of	seeing	how	ecosystems	are	made	not	only	of	trees,	rock	formations,	and	pigs	(seemingly	“external”	to	the	human)	but	also	of	thoughts,	wishes,	fantasies	(seemingly	inside	our	human	heads)	67 Understanding	all	thoughts	as	objects	means	that	cultural	consciousness	is	a	thing,	and	like	things	it	can	place	something,	like	value,	on	other	things.	Value	can	be	placed	on	the	white	worker,	on	monetary,	on	social	class.	And	like	any	object,	value	can	be	maintained,	remodeled,	or	removed.	Bogost’s	and	Bryant’s	arguments	ask	that	we	ignore,	albeit	temporally,	the	exchange	and	movement	of	value	by	socially	driven	actors.	But,	what	value	do	they	claim	to	add	to	the	discourse	by	ignoring	
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destruction	that	is	not	frozen.	Or,	viewers	that	might	see	the	images	and	determine	that	Nature	balances	out	the	specific	disaster	being	observed,	or,	viewers	that	might	see	a	spectacle	that	is	so	naturalized	the	impression	of	the	destruction	does	not	go	beyond	accepting	that	these	things	happen.			 Closing	the	negative	feedback	loop	requires	creating	a	discourse	between	producers	and	consumers.	Forming	a	social	bond	between	these	two	dynamics	can	flatten	the	hierarchy	of	exploiter/subjugated	that	is	likely	constructed	when	a	consumer	is	separated	from	the	producer.	A	map	that	is	not	distanced	by	time,	location,	and	language	can	interrupt	the	feedback	loop’s	circuit.	However,	this	map	is	but	a	speculation.	We	can	muse	about	what	properties	this	map	would	have:	a	Deleuzian	quality	with	fleeting	boundaries	that	is	always	remaking	itself,	maybe	rivers	that	spill	over	the	edges.	Or,	we	can	offer	possible	solutions	through	populist	map-making	tools.	The	Google	Map	API	allows	anyone	with	Internet	connection	to	self-report	locations	that	then	are	constructed	onto	Google	Maps.	Perhaps	this	is	just	one	way	to	allow	more	people	to	speak	first	hand	about	their	ecological	positioning.	Maybe	this	is	one	way	to	look	at	an	ever-recreating	map	that	shows	not	just	hot	consumer	spots	(stores,	corporations,	etc.),	but	also	labor	exploitation	through	the	form	of	marking	degradation.	Acid	stained	rocks	can	be	marked	on	the	Monongahela	River,	causing	the	river	to	be	more	ontologically	flat.		 	 Bringing	acid	stained	rocks	to	the	surface	demonstrates	that,	despite	the	wording	of	the	US	Army	Corps	of	Engineers	text,	a	river	cannot	be	segmented	with	locks.	Water’s	fluidity	defies	containment.	Through	examining	rocks	and	thinking	of	them	as	a	part	of	an	ecological	web,	space	can	also	be	organized	by	acid	mine.	The	
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rocks	are	equally	both.	For	the	rocks	to	be	separate	would	imply	a	binary.	Decker’s	Creek	is	not	a	singular	isolated	area,	but	winding,	enmeshed	area	touching	other	rocks,	other	rivers,	and	capitalism,	all	which	flow	in	the	Monongahela.	 	Conclusion:	How	Do	We	Destabilize	and	Restabilize	From	Here?		An	object	belongs	to	an	ecology	of	systems	that	create	space	in	a	transactional	enmeshment	of	all	things.	How	we	organize	space	influences	where	we	go	from	our	current	entanglement	of	capital	expansion,	social	justice,	and	environmental	degradation.	As	all	objects	have	histories	and	trajectories,	we	do	too.	The	controversy	over	how	materialism	is	adopted	and	used	should	not	ignore	how	capital	responds,	and	how	social	structures	have	real,	material	and	arguably	ontological	affects.	Organizing	space	through	materialist	theories	can	mean	creating	more	foundation	for	neoliberal	business	ideals	because	of	the	complacency	materialisms	can	foster	after	anthropocentric	morals	are	subtracted.	By	selectively	using	materialism	that	builds	our	perceptions	of	objects	as	vital	mater	and	as	not	binary,	externalized	things	that	can	be	conquered.	In	OOO	terminology,	humans	can	only	human,	thus	anthropocentrism	is	inevitable.	Instead	of	negating	humanitarian	concerns	from	materialist	theories	to	try	and	create	a	more	level	ground	we	can	lean	into	our	anthropocentrism	and	reframe	it	to	include	the	vitality	of	nonhuman	beings	within	anthropocentrism.	Human	actors	are	always	implicated	in	the	lives	of	materials.	To	remove	trash	from	a	river	is	to	exert	human	agency,	but	in	turn	be	molded	by	the	can	that	causes	our	hands	to	bend.	To	refrain	from	doing	anything	at	all	(like	Pickering	suggests	in	The	Mangle)	is	to	still	exert	human	agency	by	choosing	
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not	to	reform,	or	be	reformed	by,	the	trash.	The	exchange	between	human	and	nonhuman	entities	is	entangled.			 Rhetoric	as	an	ontological	emergence	from	human	actors	is	a	driving	system	for	the	production	of	ecology.	Unevenly	dealt	linguistic	capital	places	a	veil	over	neoliberalism-as-ecology,	which	facilitates	the	creation	of	objects	that	produce	neoliberalism,	and	are	produced	by	neoliberalism.	Rhetoric	positions	people	to	set	their	gaze	on	“the	individual”	who	is	paradoxically	given	the	role	of	capital	procuring	dominator	with	an	extensive	will	that	can	cultivate	the	frontier	of	endless	resources,	and	also	the	role	of	unempowered	guardian	of	the	environment	who,	no	matter	how	many	plastic	bags	s/he	saves	at	the	grocery	store,	will	not	be	able	to	do	anything	about	the	degradation	s/he	witnesses.		Submersion	through	SCUBA	offers	one	way	of	dismantling	the	notion	of	the	individual	and	its	subsequent	binaries	(internal/external,	surface/depth).	A	queered	SCUBA	perspective	brings	us	back	to	asking:	how	can	we	use	materialism	to	recreate	our	relationships	with	objects,	to	recreate	space	in	a	way	that	recognizes	neoliberalism	as	embedded	within	objects,	and	then	challenges	neoliberalism	as	an	authoritative,	subsuming	force?	When	wearing	SCUBA	gear	we	displace	ourselves	by	entering	water.	By	displacing	ourselves	we	can	feel	what	Raleigh	shows	us	is	the	vitality	of	objects	as	currents	(water,	monetary)	move	us.	The	degradation	we	find	in	water	when	the	surface	and	the	depth	are	compressed	reframes	our	relationship	with	objects.	The	a-historical	persona	of	the	common	storefront	commodity	we	are	familiar	with	is	replaced	by	a	look	at	objects	with	trajectories.	Likewise,	we	can	extend	out	empathy	to	objects	not	as	“more	human”	things,	but	as	nonhuman	things	
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and	by	doing	so,	we	create	a	respectful	relationship	with	ourselves	as	objects	with	trajectories	that	can	and	will	form	the	materiality	of	communities,	degradation,	and	the	economy	through	a	web	of	ecological	affect.	
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